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Soil Type Considerations

One thing to consider when choosing between drip irrigation and micro spray irrigation is soil type. Some soils are better suited for drippers, and some soils are better suited
for micro sprays. Here is a simple jar test to help determine your soil type. Begin by taking a soil sample from the area you wish to irrigate. Take that dirt and fill a glass jar

approximately halfway (Fig. A). Now fill the jar the rest of the way with water (Fig. B). Finally, place the lid and shake the jar well (Fig. C).
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Now let the jar rest for 24 hours. Once the soil settles, the results can be classified in one of three ways: sand, loam, or clay. Use the chart below (Fig. D) to help determine your

soil type and which kind of irrigation might be hest for your situation. Note: Contact your local county extension agency for best watering practices in your area.
Sand Loam Clay
- 0-10% clay . 10- 30% day . 50- 100% clay
Fig.D . 0-10% silt . 30 - 50% silt
80 - 100% sand 25-50% sand

.0-45% sile

-

0- 45% sand
Micro Sprays:  Ideal with this soil type Micro Sprays:  Good with this soil type Micro Sprays:  Satisfactory with this soil type
Drippers: Not recommended Drippers:  Good with this soil type Drippaers: |deal with this soil type

with this soil type



